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The Independent Schools Inspectorate is appointed by the 
Department for Education to inspect association independent 
schools in England. Our inspections report on the extent to 
which the statutory Independent School Standards and other 
applicable regulatory requirements are met, collectively 
referred to in this report as ‘the Standards’.
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Inspection outcome 

The school meets all the relevant Standards that were considered during this inspection. 

Inspection findings

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils

ISSR paragraphs 7(a) and 7(b)

1. There is a suitable safeguarding policy that appropriately reflects statutory guidance and is 
implemented effectively. Staff, including the safeguarding team, are appropriately trained to carry 
out their roles. Leaders with responsibility for safeguarding are trained by the local authority, which 
ensures that they are aware of locally agreed thresholds for any referrals and are knowledgeable 
about contextual arrangements. Staff training is often led by the safeguarding team and is 
appropriately supplemented by online modules, such as those relating to the ‘Prevent’ duty that 
relates to concerns about radicalisation and extremism.

2. Staff understand that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. They understand that there is a code 
of conduct in place to ensure that both they and pupils are kept safe. They know the importance of 
reporting any allegations or low-level concerns that they may have about other staff members. 
Leaders keep a suitable log of any such concerns, so that they can spot any trends and facilitate any 
follow-up actions as required. 

3. Leaders keep detailed logs of any safeguarding concerns relating to pupils. They liaise effectively 
with local safeguarding partners when the need arises. Staff know the importance of listening to any 
pupil concerns and how to log these matters on the school system. 

4. Leaders maintain effective oversight of the safer recruitment process. More systematic checks and 
monitoring ensures that all the required checks, in particular the gathering of appropriate references 
and prohibition from teaching checks, when appropriate, are undertaken before adults commence 
work at the school, thus fully implementing the action plan following the previous inspection. 

5. Leaders actively promote the views and opinions of pupils. As a result, pupils know that they can talk 
to staff members should they have any worries and concerns. They understand that staff will listen 
carefully and provide support and guidance as required. Pastoral leaders make themselves readily 
available for pupils during breaktimes for this purpose, using ‘The Station’ in the library as a centre 
for pastoral guidance. Additionally, senior pupils can use electronic methods to log any concerns. In 
the junior school, worry boxes are provided so that pupils can raise any matters they wish. 

6. There is suitable curriculum content so that pupils can learn about online safety and the importance 
of staying safe when working online. Leaders carefully monitor the internet content. Suitable 
internet filtering and monitoring systems are in place. Leaders thoroughly monitor pupils’ use of the 
internet and are cognisant of their duties in this area. 

7. The school meets the Standards.

Part 4. Suitability of staff, supply staff and proprietors 

ISSR paragraph 21(3)(a)(iii)

8. Leaders have strengthened their oversight of the recruitment process. Additional monitoring 
ensures that no one commences work until leaders are assured that all the correct and required 



3

© Independent Schools Inspectorate 2026 Pitsford School – May 2026

suitability checks have been undertaken and that they are recorded carefully on the single central 
record of appointments (SCR). This includes those checks relating to prohibition from teaching and 
management. The action plan following the previous inspection has been fully implemented. 

9. The school meets the Standard.

Part 6. Provision of information

ISSR paragraph 32(1)(c)

10. The safeguarding policy is published on the school’s website.

11. The school meets the Standard.

Part 8. Quality of leadership and management of schools

ISSR paragraph 34(1)(a), 34(1)(b) and 34(1)(c)

12. Leaders have strengthened their knowledge and skills through additional training. They have also 
revised their systems of oversight to ensure that the Standards are met consistently. Leaders now 
apply this knowledge effectively to fulfil their responsibilities and actively promote the wellbeing of 
pupils. Leaders have fully carried out their action plan following the previous inspection. 

13. The school meets the Standards.
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School details

School Pitsford School

Department for Education number 941/6064

Registered charity number 298910

Address Pitsford School
Moulton Road
Pitsford
Northampton
Northamptonshire
NN6 9AX

Phone number 01604 880306

Email address office@pitsfordschool.com

Website www.pitsfordschool.com

Proprietor Northamptonshire Independent Grammar School 
Charity Trust Ltd

Chair Mr Simon Phipps

Headteacher Dr Craig Walker

Age range 4 to 18

Number of pupils 202

Number of children in the early years 15

Date of previous inspection 14 to 16 October 2025
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Information about the school 

14. Pitsford School is an independent co-educational day school in the village of Pitsford in 
Northamptonshire. The school is owned and run by the Northamptonshire Independent Grammar 
School Charity Trust Limited. The trustees form the school’s governing body. There is a junior school 
for pupils in the early years and Years 1 to 6, a senior school for pupils in Years 7 to 11, and a sixth 
form for pupils in Years 12 and 13. The junior school and senior school (including sixth form) 
premises are separate buildings located on the same site. 

15. There are 15 children in the early years, comprising one Nursery and one Reception class.

16. The school has identified 52 pupils as having special educational needs and/or disabilities. Three 
pupils in the school have an education, health and care plan.

17. The school has identified nine pupils for whom English is an additional language.

18. The school states that its aims are to be deliberately small, dedicated to finding the individual in 
every pupil. It intends to be a school where every pupil is known and cared for, with their talents and 
interests identified, developed and cherished. Additionally, the curriculum aims to draw on the best 
grammar school traditions, building upon them with the most valuable new developments in 
education. The school intends that classes are kept deliberately small to maximise the teacher time 
received by every pupil. The school aims to have a philosophy of education that is relational, 
personal and bespoke.

Purpose of the progress monitoring inspection

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act 2008. 
This inspection was an unannounced progress monitoring inspection which was carried out at the 
request of the Department for Education. The purpose of this inspection was to monitor the progress 
the school has made in meeting the Independent School Standards and any other requirements that the 
school was judged not to comply with at its previous inspection.



6

© Independent Schools Inspectorate 2026 Pitsford School – May 2026

Inspection details

Inspection dates 8 May 2026

19. Two reporting inspectors visited the school for one day.

20. Inspection activities included:

 scrutiny of a range of policies, documentation and records provided by the school and 
information available on the school’s website

 discussions with the chair of governors 

 discussions with the headteacher, school leaders, managers and other members of staff

 discussions with pupils

 scrutiny of the single central record of appointments.
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How are association independent schools in England inspected?

 The Department for Education is the regulator for independent schools in England.

 ISI is approved by the Secretary of State for Education to inspect independent schools in England, 
which are members of associations in membership of the Independent Schools Council.

 ISI inspections report to the Department for Education on the extent to which the statutory 
Independent School Standards, the EYFS statutory framework requirements, the National Minimum 
Standards for boarding schools and any other relevant Standards are met. 

 For more information, please visit www.isi.net.

Independent Schools Inspectorate

CAP House, 9-12 Long Lane, London, EC1A 9HA 

For more information, please visit isi.net

Independent Schools Inspectorate

CAP House, 9-12 Long Lane, London, EC1A 9HA 

For more information, please visit isi.net




