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Introduction

Admission to Pitsford School is open to all regardless of gender, race, religious, socio-
economic or cultural background. However, Pitsford School is an academically selective
school, the admissions policy therefore takes into account that our curriculum is not
suitable for all children. In broad terms, we currently accept into the School, pupils in the
upper 50% of the academic ability range.

Admissions to The Junior School
The Junior School Assessment Days are held on days mutually convenient for both
school and prospective pupil/parents.

The Squirrels (Reception Class)

Any child who is four years old before 1 September is eligible to join the Squirrels class.
Prospective Squirrels will be invited in for an afternoon visit. This is an opportunity to
ensure that the child would be happy in this environment.

J1/32

Prospective pupils are invited to spend a whole day with the class they wish to
join. During their visit they will complete a reading test and an appropriate literacy and
numeracy activity. They will also have an opportunity to work and socialise with their
peers with a focus on their personal, social and emotional development.

J3-J6

Prospective pupils are invited to spend a day in The Junior School. During their visit they
will complete assessment tests in Mathematics, English and Reading and will have the
opportunity to work and socialise with their peers. The class teacher will observe their
interaction with other pupils, behaviour and general attitude towards work.

All prospective pupils must bring their most recent school report, evidence of their
National Curriculum attainment levels in Mathematics and English if possible, a current
reading book and some examples of recent school work.

Subject to a satisfactory performance in these tests and an encouraging school report,
the offer of a place will be made.
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Admissions to Years 7 to 10

Pupils are admitted to the Senior School subject to their performance in the entrance
examination and a satisfactory report from the Head of their previous school(s). If a
school reference is not available then we may consider the pupil’s last two school
reports as an alternative. Judgement is also based on the availability of a place in the
class/set commensurate with their academic attainment and potential. This has two
implications;

a) the minimum academic standard of pupils entering any particular year will
depend on the academic standards of the pupils already accepted into that year,
and

b) at other than normal entry points, a place may not be available in the class
appropriate to the academic standard of a new pupil, even though they meet the
entrance criteria.

Admissions to Year 11

Pupils are not normally admitted to Year 11 (or part way through Year 10) because they
will already be some way into their GCSE courses. A change of school in this instance is
not generally helpful to the pupil's academic progress. However, under some
circumstances, pupils will be accepted into the School. In these cases, it must be borne
in mind that the GCSE options they may have been following at their previous school
may be unavailable at Pitsford School.

Admissions to the Sixth Form

Pupils are admitted to the Sixth Form subject to satisfactory academic attainment and
potential, as well as a satisfactory report from the Head of their previous school(s). Our
normal minimum requirements for entry into the Sixth Form are at least 5 GCSEs at
grade B or higher, and a grade A in those subjects wished to be studied at Advanced
Level. An interview with a member of the SLT would normally form part of the selection
process.

Offers of a Place

An offer of a place to a candidate at Pitsford School is valid for 14 days (after which time,
the place may be offered to another child on the waiting list). If the acceptance of the
offer of a Senior School place is dependent on financial assistance, then an application
for a bursary must be made within the 14 day offer period. Very limited bursarial awards
are available. Applications will be considered by the Bursary Awards Committee
following the Spring Entrance Examinations.

Upon acceptance of the offer of a place, parents are asked to place a £600 Acceptance
Deposit. The Acceptance Deposit is reimbursed to parents when the candidate leaves
the School, but is forfeited should the candidate not take up the place offered.

Over Subscription

If more candidates fulfil the entrance criteria than there are places available in any year
group, children who attend our Junior School and children with siblings already enrolled
will have priority. The other places will then be awarded based on performance in the
entrance examination. Candidates who are not offered places but otherwise have
passed the entrance criteria, will be offered a place on the waiting list. If Pitsford School
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is required to decide between two or more candidates of approximately equal academic
ability who have met all the admission requirements, we may give preference to:

I. A child whose parent(s) will pay full fees.

ii. A child with a particular skill, talent or aptitude.

iii. A child who has been registered for a considerable period of time.

Children with Special Educational Needs

Pitsford School has limited facilities for learning support other than that offered to all
pupils through our normal academic and pastoral systems. Parents of prospective pupils
who anticipate that their child may require some form of learning support should check
with the School in order to confirm whether their child’s needs could be supported.

If, after a pupil has been accepted into Pitsford School, the teaching staff feel that the
child has Special Educational Needs, then, either the child’s Tutor or the SEN Co-
ordinator will inform the parents and open up dialogue in order to ensure the best
possible support. In some cases it may be the School’s opinion that the education needs
of the child cannot be successfully catered for at Pitsford School.

Candidates Age

Very occasionally, Pitsford School may offer places to pupils one year ahead or behind
their standard year group, if we consider (as a matter of professional judgement, based
on their assessment, academic criteria and maturity) that this would be in the best
interests of the pupil and the school.

Overseas Candidates

Each year we are offer places to a small number of overseas pupils. Prospective
candidates from overseas are assessed and deemed suitable for entry to Pitsford
School if:

i. Their level of competence in English is sufficient to access the curriculum.

ii. Their academic level is sufficient for the intended point of entry.

iii. If applicant is a non-european national, and requires a Tier 4 child
student/general student visa, the school must have seen sufficient evidence
to be confident that his/her visa application is unlikely to be refused.
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